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THE WHITE HOUSE : 7 
WASHINGTON 


PRESIDENT'S FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE ADVISORY BOARD 


May 20, 1966 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


There follows a preliminary report with reference to your 
reonest of May 16, that I review and report to you on significant 
aspects of the engagement on May 12, of U. S. aircraft and MIGs 
which resulted in the Chinese Communist claim that one of its 
MIG 17s was shot down in South China by U. S. combat aircraft. 


I have reviewed all the intelligence and operational vre- 
ports which have peen provided to the White House Situation Room 
on this matter. In addition, I have examined reports and assess~ 
ments generated hy various elements of the Executive Branch in- 
cluding the Central Intelligence Agency, the National Security 
Agency, the National Military Command Center of the Pentagon and 
the Defense Intelligence Agency. These reports are conflicting 
and incomplete. ‘The information at the Washington level does not 
prove conclusively whether the shootdown occurred in North Vietnam 
or in South China. The information at hand tends to indicate, 
nowever, that in the course of the engagement some U. S, aircraft 
may nave made a shallow penetration into CHICOM air space, 


Recognizing that the information at the Washington level 
is incomplete, the Chairman of the Joint Cniets of Staff has 
dispatched an investigative team to Saigon to make a thorough 
inquiry concerning all aspects of this matter, including de- 
prierings of combat crews and examination of many technical 
details. Hopefully, on its return sometime next week the in- 
vestigative team will be able to provide answers to important 
questions which are still unresolved, thereby clearing ur the 
conflicts ia the several reports which have been made to the 
Wnite House, 


Iwill wake a further report to you following review of 
she Gata now deiis ucveloped by the JCS investigative team in 
S2igon. 
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